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Harry Tracy:
Trail of the Northwest’s
Last Desperado

by Alan J. Stein

This account is based chiefly on

contemporary newspaper accounts

of Tracy's exploits, and corrects

number of errors and embellish

ments that have since become p
of the Tracy legend.

In Pursuit of Harry Trac y

When Harry Tracy arrived in

King County on July 2, 1902, h
set in motion the local episodes
the last great manhunt of the Wi

West. One month earlier, Tracy

had escaped with cohort Davi

Merrill from the Oregon State
Penitentiary. The convicts elud
ed Oregon lawmen for weeks.

Oregon State Penitentiary

On June 9, 1902, Harry TFra
cy escapes from the Oregor
State Penitentiary in Salem,-as
sisted by fellow convict David
Merrill. The two men escape
Near
Chehalis, Tracy shoots Merrill

north into Washington.

in the back, and continues o
Meadow Point
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Composite photo
of Harry Tracy, 1902
n.
n all the criminal lore of

On July 2, 1902, escaped convikte country there is no re
Harry Tracy enters Seattle aboagérd equal to that of Har
a launch hijacked from Olympiay Tracy for cold-blood

Atfter landing north of Ballard, hexd
begins making his way towardgnd thirst for crime. Jes to sleep. Upon arising, he aplf- Tracy. He pointed out thay°
the city with one of the kidnappedes  james, compared witproached a home owned

%Facy, is a Sunday schoofohn Johnson, a stump farm
teacher.” - Seattle Daily

Jimes July 3, 1902

crewmen, whom he later releas
Bothell and Woodland Park

On July 3, 1902, Tracy partic

pates in a gun battle near Both

nerve, desperatio

ON JuLy 5, 1902, Eescarep tail. Tracy carefully read every

CONVICT HARRY Tracy word.

(1877-1902) COMMANDEERS

THE JOHNSON HOME ON BAIN - He then embellished his side ¢

BRIDGE |SLAND, DEMANDING the story to Mrs. Johnson, cen

FOOD AND CLOTHING paring his version to the new
_ paper version. According t

Excerpted from Seattle-Post Intelligencel racy, he never wanted to kil

July 7-8, 1902 By Alan J. Stein, 3/6/2005nybody, he just wanted to-es

He had crossed Puget Sound ffPe. And if someone got in his
night before aboard a hijacke¥y. S0 be it. “Why, if | were
fishing vessel. After eating tw8e blood-thirsty villain the pa
meals, and reading about Hi§'s make me out, | could have
exploits in the newspaper, Hdlled twenty more men,” he ra
ties up the family and kidnapionalized.

hired hand John Anderson,

whom he forces to row a smdhy this time, Mr. Johnson haéjA_LEM, O||’_(|egon.TJune 9 - Two Léesperate
i i||grrisoners, Harry Tracy, sentenced to twen
boat back to Seattle. Tracy hégtutl:{r_]ed h?tr:eh'to flljlfd a khl|||e[T, years, and Dgtvio{ errill,fa thirteen-l%/eard
an, serving sentences for assault an
escaped from the Oregon Stéﬂéa Ing wi IS wite, W. : ep(;bbery com('r:]nitted In Multnomah County,
Penitentiary one month earlpandyman Anderson sat Sl|er'dfstcapﬁﬁil_fromtﬁhe penltegtlar thll(s morning
. . i . er killing three guards-Frank Ferrell,
er, and had been evading a f¢ in a chair. After mtrOdUCln@hoP guard, and S. R. Jones and Ben Tiffa
 Te

. . . ; ncemen.
gion-wide manhunt ever sincdlimself, Tracy took the tw¥he prisorr:e(rjstemplolz/edt 9’1 thelz fﬁundr()j/
i ere marched to work at 7 o'clock, an
men into One_ of the bedroomﬁad entered the molding room, with Shop
where he picked out anoth@pard Ferrell inside and Guard Stapleton
|a an adjoining room. “Without warnin
€e@uUDF\ DSG OHUULOO DSSHD

ugshot of Harry Tracy, 1901

IsLAND Stopr
i i ew set of clothing. He swi
Harry, Tracy arrived in th.e ear|9 | the gold ociet WatCE Tracy aimed at Ferrell, when Ingram, a life
morning near Port Madison oM g P oy Ihstanty Merrin shot Ingram- and”
Bainbridge Island. The nigHf! the house, as well as so _ gcy'lshot Ferrell, the latter dying almost
isi i ipstantly.
before, he confronted a Japrovisions. As he pinched "EEUY | vl scaled the wall near the
anese fisherman at Meadd@W blankets, he remarked thettntast corner stockade by a aqter From
i [ sleeping in the woods withoudice and killed.
Point, two ml|§S north of Bal p g “ ) . Tiffanﬁ/ was also shot and he dropped from
lard. At gunpoint, he forced thgedding, “wasn’t what it WaSVKH THQFH HQJDJILQJ WKH |
. " is gun was soon empty and he was taken
man to take him across Pug%rtaCked up to be. by the Coricts and U5ed B a Shield while
Sound tt\]/\(le%/ madetfofr ttRe timber. o . "
. en out of the range of the prison the
Avorer Hor Mea, seopetshd dalbuciy s ffen-<="
i inbri But now it was time for thebDuncan Ross, a new guard, was on the
After landing on Bamb.“dge ts . ﬁe)nce_, near Tiffany, havingg been ordered up
land, Tracy sent the fisherm&Y€ning meal, and Mrs. Joht relieve tthe Iﬁltger.t ﬁ_oss Wasbulr;atrmte,clj(.and
. ; convicts shot at him, one bullet striking .
lhack, and went into the wood@9n Spread the table again i P LQ WKH TRUHKHDG LOAL
und.

large force of men is now searching for
eryone needed to be fed, attwl)fugltlves, who are known to be in the

. timber between the prison and the reform
at they should all sit at the-tachool, and as they are desperate a battle is

. . expected before they can be secured. The
fe. When Mr. Johnson pOlntQﬁgon authorities offer $1,000 reward for

i capture of the prisoners. -
hat he needed to milk tﬁ%e three guards killed had families. Great
citement prevails in this city and scores
men are leaving for the woods, armed

Tracy watched the house &
more than an hour. He sawO&t t ;
man, his wife, their young sof@W, Tracy let him go to th&

kiling Snohomish County Depjoy his conversation over dinnerand daughter, and what -aarn. but told him not to soungte determined o un the murderes coun

ty Sheriff Charles Raymond, ang eventide, he barely escapes peared to be a hired hand.

wounding King County Deputyhrough a phalanx of lawmen,

Sheriff Jack Williams. Makianst as he has done many times

his way back to Seattle, he-cgince his escape.

mandeers a home near Woodland
Park, and has dinner. Leaving tigh July 9, 1902, Tracy overtake®

Kent

house, he is involved in anoth@ie E. M. Johnson home near

gun battle, in which Patrolma

E. E. Breece and posseman Ngiposse near Renton the evenin

Rent, following his escape from

Rawley are mortally woundedhefore. He keeps the Johnson

Ravenna

family captive throughout the

On July 4, 1902, Tracy entegay, and leaves eastward at
the Ravenna home of farmejghtfall.

August Fisher, and orders Mrs.

Lincoln County

Fisher to cook him breakfasn August 6, 1902, Tracy takes

Afterwards,

he regales themis own life, rather than surrender

an alarm, lest he kill his wifeugitives in tllle woods near the reform
and son school four miles west of the cit

Near the beach, he approached among excursionists who came from Port

the hired hand, John Anderso-ﬁr,‘e family and uninvited gueé‘?ﬁéram the wounded prisoner, was sen

and made him accompany hifasted on eggs, potatoes, frieaced from Linn' County for Killing:his
rotner in .
the Johnson home. It w&@m, brown beans, and stew, aS" pubiished: June 10,1902

The New York Times

The arms are believed to have g'een thrown
over the stockade Sunday night by friends

2:00 p.m. in the afternoon. H&ell as some preserves. Tracy

rapped on the door, which Mrguestioned Mr. Johnson abo

Jo%?mson opened. As soon ¢ Hood Canal region and tOBIUTLER GREEN FARMS
$racy told her that he was hufhe family that he would leaviéde were introduced to the 2019
gry and being pursued by ot@fter dark. farm mtgrns at Morales Farm this
er men, she knew exactly who year. A lively bunch from all across
he was. Tracy told her that H#e forced Anderson to bind tH8¢ USA. To enhance  their -ad
meant her no harm, and she gamily, but told him not to tigvanced degrees, they have found

. the mother and dauahter t§oWay to spend time learning and
screaming from the house. tightly. Tracy then bo?md Andoing with Brian MacWhorter and

'Is crew.

A HoT MEAL derson, and then took the hd

with stories of his exploits, angb authorities, after being woundTracy yelled at Anderson twater off the stove. He wanted
leaves with a sack lunch andeg in a gun battle in a Lincoln

new set of clothes. He opts not &bunty wheat field.

tie the Fishers up, as they had-a

baby who needed to be cared
Bainbridge Island
On July 5, 1902, Tracy commal

deers the Johnson home on B&in
bridge Island, demanding foqd
and clothing. He had crossed
Puget Sound the night befofe

aboard a hijacked fishing we

sel. After eating two meals, and
reading about his exploits in the

newspaper, he ties up the fa
ly and kidnaps hired hand Jo
Anderson, whom he forces
row a small boat back to Seatt
West Seattle
On July 6, 1902, Tracy arrives
back in King County, after
kidnapping John Anderson on
Bainbridge Island the night
before. Anderson was made to
row a boat across Puget Sound
and also carry Tracy'’s stolen pr
visions. Over the next two days
they make their way towards
Renton, where Tracy meets up
with men he appears to know.
Renton
On July 8, 1902, Tracy encoun
ters two women picking blaek
berries near Renton, and make
them come with him to the
nearby Gerrells residence. Onc|

inside, he charms the ladies with

dashing wit and a devil-may-cal
attitude. Even though they knoy

r.

Ambrose F. Grow

iAmbrose Grow and his wif¢
Mmanda, and their family canp
do Eagle Harbor in 1881. He w

cause of the descriptive letters
had read in the New York and K3
sas papers telling of the virtues
Bainbridge Island. Selling his lar
farm in Manhattan, Kansas,

homesteaded 160 acres here alon
the waterfront. In addition to be T ) ;
ing a charter member of the Eafjlether homes Tracy commaheriff Edward Cudihee char

,Harbor Congregational Church
hthe Madrone Schools, he was a-
OLAF FRUUHVSRQG-

ings in Eagle Harbor and enviro

[72)

s

e The Grow Family Homestead
% Still stands today as home to
Harbour Public House

him to be a killer, the women er

2

ufP

& Civil War veteran and came -jé?

call her back. Anderson sheuf shave before his trip.

ed out that Tracy would shoot

her if she did not stop runninglis tonsorial task completed,
and Mrs. Johnson stopped fi unbound Anderson, telling
her tracks. Nearly breathlesdim that he would be accom
she returned to the home. “Th@@nying him. Anderson was
was a foolish thing to do,” Teatold he would be bound to the
cy scolded her. “I told you thagars of a rowboat owned by the
so long as you acted sensibl?hnsons, so that he could not

you would not be hurt and gscape or fight back. The two
meant it.” men left the house.

Chloe Brezsny
Santa Cruz, CA

BA - Linguistics, Spanish &
They entered the home. Mr.  BOATS THAT Passep Education & Org. Ag Cert
Johnson was out working in the IN THE NiGHT

field, and the children were 4nVithin an hour, Mrs. Johnson
ide the house. Tracy paid litthas able to release her bonds,
ttention to the boy and girRnd untie the rest of the family.
tand ordered Mrs. Johnson Wr. Johnson ran to the home of

ncook him a big meal. She stathe local Deputy Sheriff, who in

®d to fix bread and cheese, Hifn secured a boat to get word
e

i e next day, King Count . .
%e ritual was the same as Hi y g y Javier Gutierrez

New York, NY

deered. He ate with his rifitered the tug Sea Lion and .
BS - Design

r;t,\& '\ﬁ&%ﬁnwggﬁe gought his men over to Bain

a dog bark in the distance. H&ys were spent patrolling the
slammed back cup after cup W@ters of Puget Sound, look
coffee, and told illustrious talé§d for any clues as to Tracy’s
of his pursuit by various lawWhereabouts.

men.
Unbeknownst to the posse, Tra

INALL THE PAPERS cy had slipped right through
After eating, he asked to séleir fingers again. While po
some recent newspapers. Mh§emen and bounty hunters
Johnson handed him thré¥ere searching as far north
copies of the Seattle Post-I#S Deception Pass, Tracy and
telligencer, in which the Trac§is kidnap victim landed once
story was covered in great-d@dain in King County.

Kathryn Ruesch
Brook eld, Wi
BA -Anthropology &
Sustainability



